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Husserl as Leibnizian

In what sense is Husserl’s transcendental

phenomenology a monadology?

Zhu, Gang

Department of Philosophy, Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

Husserl has previously been considered a Cartesian. This
characterization of Husserl mainly describes his work in /dea I and
Cartesian Meditations. However, Husserl departed from Cartesianism,
in some important ways and went toward Leibniz’s Monadology, and
then gradually became a Leibnizian in the later period of his career. This
shift is already evident in Cartesian Meditations. In the last Meditation,
Husserl regards intersubjectivity as “the sphere of transcendental
being”, and calls intersubjectivity “monadological intersubjectivity” or
“the community of monads”. Thus, by calling his “phenomenological

"

transcendental idealism” “monadology”, Husserl (as he, himself,
admitted) intentionally imitates Leibniz’s metaphysics. The goal of this

paper is to demonstrate in what sense Husserl’s transcendental

phenomenology is a monadology. I do this through an analysis of
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Husserl’s monadic ego and its concreteness, and the reveal of the
original inter-intentionality. This paper shows that Husserl was, in the

end, a Leibnizian - not a Cartesian.

Keywords: Edmund Husserl, Leibnizian, Monad, Ego, Inter-

intentionality
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