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Is Gilbert Ryle a Phenomenologist?

——Another Understanding of Phenomenology

Huang, Di-Ji

Department of Philosophy, Sun Yat-Sen University

Abstract

Gilbert Ryle’s work shows two seemingly inconsistent attitudes
towards phenomenology; that is, he both favors and is fiercely critical
of phenomenology. Accordingly, there are two opposite readings of the
relationship between Ryle and phenomenology; one that sees Ryle as
deeply and positively influenced by phenomenology, and another that
understands Ryle as, primarily, a critic of phenomenology. In fact,
Ryle's seemingly contradictory attitude towards phenomenology can be
explained by the fact that Ryle’s understanding of phenomenology is
quite different from that of Husserl and other phenomenologists. This
makes Ryle, on the one hand, a scholar who affirms the value and
significance of phenomenology as a branch of philosophy, while, on the
other hand, he is someone who strongly criticizes Husserl's theory. This
study attempts to both determine whether Ryle, as an analytical

philosopher, can be regarded as a phenomenologist, and, more
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importantly, to provide an external perspective on how phenomenology

should be understood.

Keywords: Phenomenology, Ryle, Husserl, philosophy of mind,

analytic philosophy
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